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3 He wants to chart “linesof continuity” between the fiction of his youth (“Hemingwayism, spare stories,
with a final shoot-out”), his early “fantasy- moral novels or lyrical- philosophical novels,” his cosmicomic
stories and the “preciosity, Alexandrinism, the prose poem” of Invisible Cities. Calvino wants himself
explained to himself. He wants to understand what his writing means, and he believes that criticism can tell
him.

Thier, Aaron, “The Complete Cosmicomics.” NATION 299.21(Nov.,2014): 34-35.
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4 Early in his career, he says that he is “in favor of a clown-like mimesis of contemporary reality. The
Complete Cosmicomics, a series of playful stories that Calvino penned during the last twenty years of his life.
In a sense, the cosmicomic stories consist of ideas and ideas alone: most of them are narrated by a numinous
jokester called Qfwfg—who is present for every significant cosmological, geological and biological event in
the history of the universe—and most of them develop as the lyrical embodiment of a real or apocryphal
scientific idea made explicit in an introductory note.

Thier, Aaron, “The Complete Cosmicomics.” NATION 299.21(Nov.,2014): 35.
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